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Resisting the State
Canadian History Through the Stories of Activists

We usually learn our history from the perspective of our rulers — from the top down. In this 
book we learn about our history from the perspective of ordinary people — from the bottom 
up. Whatever liberty and justice that communities, workplaces and individuals in Canada 
enjoy are due to the many struggles and social movements in our country’s history. Yet the 
stories, accounts and histories of the movements to overcome racism, sexism and poverty, 
for example, remain largely untold, thanks to the single, simplistic national story taught to 
us in school. Deftly combining history with accounts from  participants in social movements, 
Neigh introduces us to the untold histories of activists, histories that encourage all of us to 
engage in struggles that will shape our shared tomorrow.

In Resisting the State, Neigh details the histories of a broad range of social movements and 
provides readers with a richer understanding of the Canadian state and why so many peo-
ple — including military draftees, welfare recipients, workers, indigenous people, psychiatric 
survivors, immigrants and refugees — have struggled, and continue to struggle, for equality 
and justice for all members of society.

Never doubt that a few committed people can change Canada (and the world) for the better. Scott 
Neigh’s oral histories show not only the power of committed idealism, but also how the history of our 
whole country has been shaped by brave Canadians who refuse to accept the misery and injustice 
that surrounds us. Read these books to learn how the history of social change organizing is indeed the 
history of Canada — and then go out and start making your own history.

— Jim Stanford, union economist and peace activist
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